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The Red Kite Trail

The lower Derwent Valley has a beautiful mixture of mature
woodlands,wetlandsand open countryside through which the
Red Kite Trail meanders. The Trail, at just over 18 km (11 miles),
can be walked over two days and guides visitors through this
ideal kite country. It provides many opportunities to see red
kites and a variety of other wildlife, as well as passing areas of
important historical and heritage interest.

Red Kites

Red kites are magnificent birds of prey. They are easy to
spot with their wingspan of just under two metres, colourful
plumage and distinctive forked tails. Kites mainly feed on
carrion but will also take some live prey, such as worms and
beetles.Their incredible agility in flight makes them a pleasure
to watch.

Kites Return to the Region

During the 1800's and 1900's red kites
disappeared from much of the UK
due to human persecution. In 2004
the Northern Kites Project began to
return the kites to North East England,
after an absence of over 170 years.
This partnership project released 94
kites in Gateshead's lower Derwent
Valley between 2004 and 2006. It was
in the last year of releases that kites
began to breed once again in the
region.
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Directions to the Red Kite Trail

The Red Kite Trail starts at Derwenthaugh Park car park at
Winlaton Mill

By road... Take the A694 from the A1 just west of MetroCentre on
the outskirts of Gateshead.

By publictransport... Catch Go North East's'Red Kite'bus (services
45,46,46a) from Newcastle’s Eldon Square Interchange, Central
Station (for mainline rail connections) or from the MetroCentre
Interchange (nearest local train station). For bus information visit
www.simplygo.com or telephone Traveline 0870 6082608. For
train information visit www.nationalrail.co.uk or telephone 08457
484950.

By bike... The Red Kite Trail through the Derwent Walk Country
Park s part of Sustrans'C2C long distance cycle route. This connects
with Keelman's Way, Consett and Sunderland Railway Path, Derwent
Walk Railway Path, Waskerley Way Railway Path and Lanchester
Valley Railway Path.

Red Kite Trail Contacts

Red Kite Trail and Kite Information:
Northern Kites Project (0191) 496 1555

Rights of Way Issues:

Gateshead Council Rights of Way Officer (0191) 433 3141,
Gateshead Countryside Team (01207) 545 212

(for Derwenthaugh Park and Derwent Walk Country Park)
Durham Co Council Rights of Way (0191) 383 3239 &
Durham Co Council Countryside Rangers (0191) 383 3594
(for Derwent Walk Railway Path)

Local Tourist Information:
Gateshead Tourist Information (0191) 478 4222
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Red Kite Trail

An 18 kilometre (11 mile) circular walking route
through the beautiful countryside of the lower
Derwent Valley in Gateshead and County Durham,
where there are many opportunities to see
magnificent red kites and a variety of other wildlife.

&= Gateshead

Council __..

www.gateshead.gov.uk ,
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